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Furmanalumni news
ALU M N I ACTIVITI ES
Alumni exempl ify
servant leadership

H o m e c o m i n g reunion c o m mittees s e t t o roll
On March 20, committee members from the 2004
reunion classes (ending in 4 and 9) met on campus to
begin planning for Homecoming weekend, November
5-7. Classmates enjoyed renewing old friendships and
sharing ideas with the members of other committees.
Important reunion information will be mailed to
all alumni soon, so check your mailbox! Your reunion
committees, led by the following alums, are already
hard at work planning a memorable weekend.

The hidden curricul u m of a school
is defined as that which is taught
implicitly, through experience, rather
than explicitly. Servant leadership
seeks to involve everyone in
decision-making, i s strongly based
on ethical behavior and enhances
everyone's personal growth and
quality of life.
A liberal arts education prepares

Furman Club meetings and other
programs, we are constantly amazed

people to be leaders in many different

by the extraordinary things Furman

fields. A Furman education also

alumni are doing. Clearly, alumni

prepares us to be servant leaders -

have a "volunteer vision" to perform

if not explicitly, then implicitly.

good works in their communities and

Thousands of o u r alumni are living

beyond.

proof.
The Max and Trude Heller

During May, 12 Furman Clubs
partici pated i n service projects to

Collegiate Educational Service

commemorate May Day Play Day.

Corps, born during the adminis

While students volunteered on

tration of President Gordon Blackwell

campus, alumni from Miami to Myrtle

and brought to fruition by Betty

Beach, Boston and southern Cali

Alverson, has had a major impact

fornia did the same in their communi

on Furman students for almost

ties. Some worked at a benefit for

40 years. A sociolog ist, Blackwell

Huntington's disease; some sorted

saw CESC as a way to strengthen

canned goods at food banks or

the university's ties to the community

clothing at a crisis center; others

while exposing students to the

coordinated a festival or did yard

realities of life.

work at a group home. Whatever

Through CESC, which strives

their project, the participants had

"to utilize the Furman com m unity's

a great time working together and

talents, interests and joys to meet

helping others.

the needs of the world around us,"

The Alumni Office sponsors

thousands of us worked as volun

many different Furman Club events,

teers in n u rsing homes, soup

but the service projects seem to best

kitchens, medical clinics and juvenile

convey what we take with us when

homes. A hidden bonus was the

we graduate. Yes, Furman provided

commitment to service we took with

us a great education and the tools

us after graduation.

to go out into the world, but we also

The first Saturday of May holds

gained a sense of purpose and an

a special meaning for many alumni.

awareness of what it means to " meet

It i s the time when we volunteered

the needs of the world around us."

for CESC's May Day Play Day and
helped transform the campus into

with classmates Elizabeth George

cotton candy, games, magicians,

(middle) and Genia Topple Cayce at

a petting zoo, face painting and more

an Atlanta Furman Club service

for children, special adults and

event. Melanie co-wrote this article

friends.

with alumni director Tom Trip/itt '76.

As those of us in the Alumni
Office travel around the country for
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Rosalie Manly Burnett, Henry Barton, Sr.
Edna Wells Boyd, Robbie Brown Prince
Committee
Committee
Ethel Martin Childress, Pam Burgess Shucker
Karen Herring Harmon
Matt Elliott
Lisa Browne Barksdale
Mark Eckels
Melanie Krone
Mark Rowe

Furma n Clubs step i nto s p r i n g
Furman Clubs across the country enjoyed a host
of spring activities.
On April 3, alumni from throughout the Southeast
gathered in Charleston, S.C., after the Cooper River
Bridge Run, and on April 1 3, Atlanta alumni attended
a career networking happy hour with Georgia State
alumni and had fun meeting new people and seeing
old friends.
Speaking of meeting new people, the Capitol Area
Club in Washington, D.C., held its annual spring
gathering for Furman students who spent the term
studying and working as interns in the D.C.area. This
is a popular event for students and alumni alike.
Furman Clubs are also blooming around the
country with new leadership from young alumni! We
welcome the following new club presidents: Jennifer
Davie Johnson '93 (Charlotte, N.C.), Christy Foree
'98 (Dallas), Sally Payne Grantham ' 0 1 (Florence,
S.C.), Roseanna Baber '03 (Houston), Tracy Towle
'00 (Miami, Fla.), and Emily Roberts '00 (Memphis).
Looking ahead: While several clubs are planning
their annual "summer send-offs" for incoming freshmen
and their families, the Atlanta Furman Club is planning
a big event at Turner Field on Saturday, July 24. The
Braves will be away, so Furman will occupy the entire
stadium! You 'll have a chance to visit the Braves'
dugout, tour the Hall of Fame and play interactive
baseball games while enjoying a barbecue dinner and
a performance by the Furman Singers.
Visit www.furman.edu/alumni/index.htrn or contact
Melanie Krone '94 at 1 -800-PURPLE3 to learn more
about Furman Club events and plans in your area.
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a retired
Greenville County schoolteacher
turned professional actor,
portrays a small-town mayor
in the critically acclaimed
film "Big Fish." Charles has
appeared in dozens of commercials, television shows, theatre
productions and videos.
Charles Mclawhorn,

49
Wa l ly Mull inax is the author
of Tall Tales, High Towers,
and Simple Ideas, a book on

the history of Greenville radio.
Wally retired as vice president
of WESC radio after working
as an on-air personality at the
Greenville station from the late
1940s until 1 975.

55
Next reunion in 2005

After almost 1 2 years as pastor
of Greenville's Triune Chapel
(formerly Triune United
Methodist Church), Joan Merck
has retired. Included in her
ministry was the directorship
of the Triune Mercy Center,
which started as a soup kitchen
and eventually expanded to
provide groceries, clothing,
kerosene and candles, along
with Bible study and worship
services. As director, she
coordinated workers from 24
Upstate churches in carrying
out the mission of the center.
• Herman Williams of Mineral,
Va., is director of the Rural
Institute for Theological Education (RITE), serving central
Virginia with accredited biblical
and theological education, in
association with Everett University and the John Leland
Center for Theological
Education.
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retired senior
consultant for pastoral ministries
at Lifeway Christian Resources
Truman Brown,

in Nashville, Tenn., is an adjunct
professor in the management
and human relations department
at Trevecca Nazarene University.
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After more than 23 years as
director of missions for two
South Carolina Baptist associations, John Platt has retired.
He has served on the Executive
Board of the South Carolina
Baptist Convention, been
a trustee of Connie Maxwell
Children's Home and served
two terms on the Historical
Commission of the Southern
Baptist Convention. • Donald
Ward has been named to the
board of trustees at North
Greenville College.

Award for Professionalism from
the circuit and county judges
of Collier County, Fla. Active
in civic and charitable organizations, he chaired the Florida
Bar's Disciplinary Review Committee for two years and served
as governor for the Twentieth
Judicial Circuit of Florida to
the Board of Governors of the
Florida Bar for 10 years. •
Delmer Lawrence and his
wife, Charlotte, have retired
in Camden, Maine, after 20
years of operating bed and
breakfast inns in New England.
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Gordon Bai ley of Hartwell, Ga.,

is author of a book of poetry
titled The Vanishing Buffalo.

62

66

Next reunion in 2007

Next reunion in 2006

Jack Cassady of Murphy, N.C.,

did the cover illustration and 32
interior drawings for Unfrocked
and Unashamed, a book of
courthouse anecdotes collected
by attorney Manual Scarmoutsos
of Memphis, Tenn.
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was inducted into
the South Carolina Music Educator's Hall of Fame in February.
Pat served as band director at
schools in the Columbia area
and as associate director of
bands at the University of South
Carolina. He retired after 25
years as band director at Camden
(S.C.) Middle School. He is
active as a clinician and adjudicator and conducts the Camden
Community Concert Band.
Patrick Wyl ie

64
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a partner in the
law firm of Cardillo, Keith &
Bonaquist, P.A., in Naples, Fla.,
received the Donald E. Van
Koughnet "Lion of the Law"
John Card i llo,

Sam Wyche, former head coach

of the National Football
League's Cincinnati Bengals
and Tampa Bay Buccaneers,
has been named quarterbacks
coach of the Buffalo Bills.

67
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of Simpsonville,
S.C., who retired as senior
chaplain at Perry Correctional
Institution of the S.C. Department of Corrections, is now
writing for magazines and
journals and developing
computer software.
Wayne Hyatt

68
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Lee Miller Ill has joined Arthur
State Bank in Greenville as a
vice president and commercial
lender. • Donna Sanders
Painter is minister to senior
adults at First Baptist Church
of Asheville, N.C.

69
This year is reunion!

Daniel Dennison (M.S. '74),
retired vice president and director
of scientific affairs for the CocaCola Company, has become
program coordinator for the
University of Georgia Center for
Food Safety at the school's
Griffin campus. He is an internationally recognized food
industry leader, with expertise
in beverage development, food
safety, obesity and bioterrorism.
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Judith Locke, a management
consultant in Nashville, Tenn.,
works as a professional coach
with senior level business
executives.
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Robert Campbelle of Cincinnati,
Ohio, writes aircraft engine
manuals for Lockheed Martin
and is also a professional
musician. He is a composer,
sings in the Cincinnati Camerata
and serves as music director for
Immanuel Presbyterian Church.
• Anne Grant H o l l oway,

a teacher at R.D. Head Elementary School in Gwinnett County,
Ga., was recognized as Teacher
of the Year by the Gwinnett
County Council for Exceptional
Children. • Jackie Jackson,
formerly managing consultant
with Watson Wyatt Worldwide,
has become senior consultant
with Mercer Human Resources
Consulting in Richmond, Va.
• After five years as an adrninistrative law judge for South
Carolina, Carolyn Cason
Matthews is running for a seat
on the state Court of Appeals.
A Columbia resident, she was
a partner with Nelson Mullins
Riley and Scarborough before
being elected to the bench. She
previously served as a staff
attorney with the state Supreme
37
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Court, assistant attorney general
and counsel to the state House
Judiciary Committee.

73
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Next reunion in 2008

This year is reunion

Duke Energy Corporation has
named David Hauser to its sixmember executive team. He
is group vice president and
acting chief financial officer
with responsibility for the
company's financial and risk
management functions.

75
Next reunion in 2005

and Teresa Bly '76
live in Greer, S.C.
He is an agent with Del-co
Realty and she is a physical
therapist with Interim
Healthcare.

Tommy
Garrick

76
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"Live from Jimville," a new
CD from comedian Jim David,
is available at www.Laugh.com.
Jim was featured on "Live from
the Edge," which premiered
February 2 on the Comedy
Central network. • Michael
Osborne i s pastor of care and
equipping at University Presbyterian Church i n Orlando, Fla.
His wife, Suzy Cook Osborne,
works as a nurse. • Carol Locher
Ransone is a senior vice president with Bank of America in
Charlotte, N.C.

77

Marsh a l l Blalock, pastor of
First Baptist Church in Charleston, S.C., has been elected to
a second term as chair of the
Executive Board of the South
Carolina Baptist Convention.
• Leigh Coulter was profiled
in the February 27 issue of
Golf World magazine upon
her return to the States after
a one-year stint as commander
of a prisoner of war camp in
Kuwait and Iraq. Leigh, who
was a member of Furman's 1976
national champion women's golf
team, is a lieutenant colonel
in the National Guard and
a financial advisor for AXA
Advisors in Fort Lauderdale,
Fla. • Katherine Wright Davis
has joined the Palmetto Health
Foundation in Columbia, S.C.,
as vice president for planned
giving and grants. She was
previously associate vice president for institutional advancement and director of major gifts
at Benedict College. • David
Kelly has been named associate
head football coach and wide
receivers coach at Duke University. He has been on the
staffs at Georgia, Georgia Tech
and Louisiana State, and most
recently was associate head
coach and offensive coordinator
at Stanford.

Next reunion in 2007
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Richard Hyman

Next reunion in 2005

of Westport,
Conn., is managing partner with
Achieve Business Brokers.
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I ngrid Blackwelder Erwin has
joined the Greenville office of
Jackson Lewis LLP, a national
management labor and employment law firm. • Malcolm
Trev i l l ian, formerly with
Franklin Street Partners, has
joined Chapel Hill (N.C.)
Investment Advisors as president. A Chartered Financial
38

Analyst and Certified Financial
Planner, he is also an adjunct
professor at Duke University.

Timothy Hayes has

assumed the
chairmanship of the board of
Consumer Healthcare Products
Association, the over-thecounter medicine and nutritional
supplement trade group. Tim
joined the Consumer Care
Division of Bayer HealthCare
LLC in 1 992 and serves as
senior vice president and region
head, with responsibility for
Bayer's over-the-counter and
dietary supplement businesses
in the United States and Canada.
• Anne Warwick Hembree

(M.A. ' 82), an art teacher at
Mountain View Elementary
School in Greenville, helped
create "Art on the Moo-ve,"
a traveling exhibit featuring
paintings by 21 local elementary
school art teachers on threedimensional wooden cows.
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Billy Weyer has started Weyer
Custom Renovations, Inc., in
Jacksonville, Fla., a business that
specializes in room additions and
remodeling.
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Terry Clark has joined the

Winston-Salem, N.C., office
of Constangy, Brooks & Smith,
LLC, a labor and employment
law firm based in Atlanta.
He is a partner in the firm.
• Mike Phi l l ips, who worked
for Greenville County for 20
years, has been hired as city
administrator for Chester, S.C.
• David Weaver of Easley,
S.C., is commercial area executive and senior vice president
with First Citizens Bank.
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Wayne Blank is

senior compliance attorney with Matria
Healthcare, Inc., in Atlanta.
• Vicki Boyer Denfeld has been
promoted to senior vice president
of sales and marketing for
Crestline Hotels & Resorts
in McLean, Va. • Neal Schier
of Mechanicsburg, Pa., is a pilot
for United Airlines, flying
domestic and international
routes. • Cynthia Faber Smith
has been named art director of
Highlightsfor Children magazine in Honesdale, Pa. Previously she was design director
of Science, the journal of the
American Association for the
Advancement of Science in
Washington, D.C. She has
also worked as graphic designer
for Insight magazine, for the
Executive Office of the President
at the White House, and for the
National Association for the

Education of Young Children.
and Lynn
Waters, a daughter, Mary
Katherine, February 17, 2003,
Greenville.

• BIRTH: Stephen
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Allen Barbee has been appointed

orchestra director at Marietta
(Ga.) First United Methodist
Church. • Christopher Braun
was named the top listing agent
for 2003 by Downing-Frye
Realty, Inc., in Naples, Fla.
He is a member of the Naples
Area Board of Realtors, Florida
Association of Realtors and
National Association of Realtors.
• Phyllis Parlier Graydon is
senior manager for tax services
with Deloitte & Touche LLP
in Greenville. • Rod Umberger
of Bellevue, Wash., has been
appointed to the Fred Hutchinson Business Alliance, a group
of regional business leaders
united in the fight against cancer.
He is a trial lawyer and a partner
in the Seattle firm of Williams,
Kastner & Gibbs, PLLC. •
BIRTH: Chip and Virginia
Casey ' 85 Brookhart, a son,
Anderson Colar, November 1 3 ,
Atlanta.
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James Ferrara is an attorney
with Sachs, Sax & Klein in Boca
Raton, Fla. • James Ovenden
has been named chief financial
officer for Extended Stay
America, Inc. Previously he
was principal consultant with
CFO Solutions of South Caro!ina in Columbia. He serves
on the board of directors of
the Polymer Group and is on
the board of Oxford Automotive.
• Timothy Smith is a pediatric
anesthesiologist at Wake Forest
University School of Medicine
in Winston-Salem, N.C. •
BIRTH: Steve and Sandra
Reese Scheer, twins, a son,
William Reese, and a daughter,
Elizabeth Paige, September 28,
Morristown, N.J.

Alumni Board revises procedures, names new members
The Alumni Association Board of Directors
has voted to revise its procedures for
electing new members.
For almost a decade, new members
were elected directly by all Furman alumni,
using ballots made available through direct
mail, in Furman publications or on the
Alumni Association Web site. In recent
years, however, alumni voting in elections
had declined significantly, reaching a low
of less than 1 percent last year.
"After discussing the pros and cons
of the election process, the Alumni Board
agreed that it would be best at this time
to revise its procedures so that the board
itself could both nominate and elect its
new members, much like the Furman board
of trustees does," says Tom Triplitt ' 76,
director of the Alumni Association. "This
does not exclude the possibility of returning
to direct elections in the future, should the
alumni body as a whole show renewed
interest."
At its spring meeting, the Alumni
Board appointed four new members who
will begin their terms at the start of the
2004-05 academic year.
• Venita Tyus B i l l i ngslea of Green
ville is a 1 98 1 graduate of Furman with
a degree in business administration. She
has spent her career with the Social Security
administration, serving as a claims repre
sentative and operations supervisor before
assuming her current position as an area

86
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of Dana Point,
Calif., is director of sales for
Wonderware Corporation. •
Jennings Lee Hughes has been
appointed to lead the legislative
affairs section of Atlanta-based
Giswold-Lesser Consulting and
joins the firm as a principal
partner. He previously headed
Hughes Public Affairs, a govern
ment affairs agency in Savannah,
Ga., and served as regional
public affairs manager for the
Georgia-Pacific Corporation.
• Cam i l la G ibson Pitman is
director of the Miss Greater

Billingslea

Cobb

work incentives coordinator. She is
a Sunday school teacher at Cornerstone
Baptist Church and previously served
as president of"Spiritually Inspired Sisters"
of Reedy River Baptist Church.
• David S. Cobb of Charleston, S.C.,
played on the 1 988 national champion
football team and graduated in 1 990 with
a degree in political science. He earned
his law degree from the University of
Georgia and is an attorney and shareholder
with Turner Padget Graham & Laney.
He is president of the Charleston Furman
Club and head agent for the class of 1 990,
while also serving as a volunteer with
Habitat for Humanity and with the
Charleston Metro Sports Council. He
and Kelly have two young daughters.
• A l l e n Cothran of Anderson, S.C.,
is a sales representative with Palmetto
Insurance. A 200 1 graduate of Furman,
where he majored in business adminis
tration and communication studies and
served as president of the student body, he

Greer (S.C.) Scholarship
Pageant and president of the
Greer Cultural Arts Council.

Greg Gardner

is a member of New Foundations
of Anderson and Leadership Anderson.
Married to Jill Bryant '02, he is president
of the Anderson Furman Club.
• Vicki B i e ksha J o h nson '93 is
co-president of the Triad (N.C.) Furman
Club with her husband, Bill '93. They live
in Winston-Salem, where she is an archivist
at the Carpenter Library of Wake Forest
University School of Medicine. Holder of
a degree in history from Furman, she earned
a master's in library and information studies
from the University of North Carolina
Greensboro. She is active in the Furman
Admissions Network and in Knollwood
Baptist Church.
At the spring meeting, members who
have completed their terms on the board
were thanked for their contributions and
service to the university: Diane Maroney
Estridge ' 66, Brian H. Fenn ' 9 1 , Joe E.
Gentry '53, Hal E. Henderson '92, Donald
H. Lindsey '54, J. David Nelson '61 and
Jenna C. Robinson ' 74.
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MARRIAGES: Lynley Durrett

87
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Phil Lane was recently named
vice president and general
manager of the WSPA (CBS)
and WASV (UPN) stations in
Spartanburg, S.C. He also has
oversight responsibilities for
WSPA's satellite station in
Toccoa, Ga. He previously
managed two stations in
Georgia. • BIRTH: Lewis
and Carol Roberts, a son, Jared
Wade, July 26, Blythewood, S.C.

Johnson

Cothran

and Greer Phillips, October 4.
They live in Atlanta. • Tommy
Little and Jenifer Brandt, January
25, 2003. Tommy is an attorney
with Foley & Lardner in Tampa,
Fla. • BIRTHS: Patrick and
Terri Fry '90 Burnette, a daugh
ter, Arden Grace, May 27, 2003,
Charleston, S.C. • David and
Anne Cherry Stone, a daughter,
Anna Caroline, November 14,
Florence, S.C. David practices
allergy, asthma and clinical
immunology in Florence and
nearby Hartsville.
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Bruce Haynes ofAnnandale, Va.,

is a public affairs, political and
policy strategic communications
consultant. • Susan Payne Ott
of Nashville, Tenn., is a national
seminar speaker. She travels
throughout the United States,
providing training to counselors,
social workers and psycholo
gists . • ADOPTION: Jay
and Lee Epting Koon, a daughter,
Jaylee Merle, born November 7 .
They live in Prosperity, S.C. •
BIRTH: Kevin and Amy
Ballard, a son, Isaac Jackson,
39
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October 30. They live in
Sharpsburg, Ga., and are
teachers.

been called as senior pastor at
First Baptist Church in Spindale,
N.C.

90
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Evelyn Tracy Hunter is the new

Cynthia El more (M.A.),

pastor of Lakewood (Fla.)
United Methodist Church after
serving North Merritt Island
(Fla.) United Methodist Church
for three years. • David Jewel l
is the G-2 chief of plans for the
8th Army in Seoul, South Korea.
His wife, Karen Foster ' 0 1
Jewe l l , was scheduled to graduate from the University of
Kansas School of Law in May.
• Keith Morris of Hudson, Ohio,
is general manager of the Lion
Group, a wine and spirits
company. • El izabeth Ouzts
works for Royal & SunAlliance
in Charlotte, N.C., as a business
analyst. • Kenneth Washburn
of Lexington, S .C . , is in partnership with his father in First
Source Mortgage, Inc. • Phil
Weeks lives in Little Silver, N.J.,
and is employed by AT&T Labs
as a human factors engineer. •
MARRIAGE: El issa Sue
Jenkins and Terry James Van
Dervort, July 26. They live
in Fort Mill, S.C., where he is
a chiropractor and she is his
office manager. • BIRTHS:
Scott and Debbie Salley
Brabrand, twin sons, Bennett
Sorensen and William Lowe,
June 4, 2003, Fairfax, Va. •
Bryan and Connie Christensen,
a daughter, Anna Leigh,
November 1 9, El Paso, Texas.
Bryan is an orthopedic surgery
resident employed by the U.S.
Government. • Lee and Lisa

a physical education teacher
at Pelham Road Elementary
School in Greenville, has been
named the school's Teacher
of the Year for the second time
during her 2 1 years there. •
Matthew Lee has been elected
a partner i n Blank Rome LLP,
a multi-practice firm with major
offices in Philadelphia, New
York and Washington, D.C.
Matthew, who is based in
Philadelphia, was previously
a trial attorney with the U.S.
Department of Justice. •
Ron Wi lson has been called
as pastor of Laurel Baptist
Church in Greenville. He
previously served as associate
pastor of Calvary First Baptist
in Greenville. • MARRIAGE:
Julie Wetmore and Eric
Wild, March 1 , 2003. Julie
is a business analyst with
Citizens Property Insurance
Corporation. They live in
Neptune Beach, Fla. •
BIRTHS: David and Andrea
Taylor '93 Arnold, a daughter,
Eleanor Ann, April 30, 2003.
David is a software asset manager for Equifax and Andrea is
the assistant city manager of
Decatur, Ga. • Newt IV and
Kim Collinson, a son, Newton
Brewer V, September 25,
Atlanta. • Dan and Dana
Jacobson Dokman, a son,
Mitchell Holt, December 1 3 ,
Minneapolis, Minn. • Craig and
Denise Mclaughlin, a daughter,
Hannah Ellen, August 23,
Atlanta.

Clapp, a son, Avery Joseph, May
1 8 , 2003, Mason, Ohio. Lee
is a senior scientist with Procter
& Gamble. • Thomas and
Michelle Kirk, a daughter, Lily,
October 8, Cincinnati, Ohio.
Thomas is a senior engineer with
Procter & Gamble. • Wayne
and Nina Landow Knox, a son,
Thomas Wayne, December 1 0,
Anderson, S.C. • Allen and
Becky Thomason, a son, David
Elijah, April 1 1 , 2003 . Allen has

40
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Michelle Pope is a media
specialist working with seventhand eighth-graders at Mabry
Junior High School in Spartanburg, S.C., School District One.
• MARRIAGE: Lisa Bunce
and Johan Enslin, December 27.
They live in Summerville, S.C.;
Lisa is a middle-school teacher

with Berkeley County School
District and Johan is a computer
programmer. • BIRTHS:
William '93 and Dana
Scotchlas Bressette, twins,
a son, Benjamin William, and
a daughter, Abigail Kate,
December 25, Ashburn, Va.
• Sean and Michelle Compton
Hannon, a son, Patrick Connor,
May 27, 2003, Westfield, N.J.
• Jeff (M.A. '98) and Kara Block
Harrelson, a son, Grant Edward,
December 5, Greenville. •
Phi l i p and Jennifer Heidrich,
a daughter, Sydney Nicole,
July 28, Birmingham, Ala.
• Amy Hend erson, a son,
Graham Hinton Henderson,
May 3 1 , 2003. Amy's CD "Back
Down," released last fall, can
be found at www.Cdbaby.com.
Also visit her Web site,
www.amyhenderson.com.
• Jason and Mandi Hightower,
a son, John Hampton, January
1 8 , Meeker, Colo. • Joel and

Liane Wager MacMillan,
a daughter, Greta Louise, January
1 0, Edgewood, N.M. • Jeffrey
'93 and Annette Doehring
Martin, a daughter, Anna Marie,
June 1 5 , 2003, Daphne, Ala.
• Andy and Laurene Golob
Topping, a son, Andrew Curtis,
Jr., October 30, Newtown
Square, Pa. Laurene is director
of contract administration with
Benchmark Medical, Inc.

93
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Elaine Sanders Gyure, a daugh
ter, Christine Elizabeth, June 10,
2003, Columbia, S.C. • Jack
and Mary Pat Catanzaro
Manfredi, a daughter, Caroline,
April 25, 2003, Cherry Hill, N.J.

94
This year is reunion!
James Cotey has joined the
Nashville, Tenn., law office
of Stites & Harbison, a regional
business and litigation firm with
more than 225 attorneys. He is
a member of the company's Real
Estate Service Group. • Dudley
G i rard of Chambersburg, Pa.,
is an assistant professor in the
computer science department
at Shippensburg University.
• Dan Herren, a member of
the Greenville County Board
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Pamela Underwood Thomason '76,
president; James H . Simkins, Jr. '78,
president elect; Steven B. Smith '83,
vice president; George E. Linney '65,
past president; Rebecca Hood Becherer
'89; Randolph Williams Blackwell '63;
J . Chris Brown '89; Rosalie Manly Burnett
'49; H. Furman Cantrell '61 ; John R.
Cassady '62; Diane Maroney Estridge '66;
Brian H . Fenn '91 ; Joe E. Gentry '53;
Hal E. Henderson '92; Catherine Hunter
Hightower '55; Elizabeth Jean Howard '81 ;
George L. Johnson '68; William A. Lampley
'41 ; Charles W. Linder '59; Donald H .

Shelley Waters Boots, pre-

Lindsey ' 5 4 ; Clare Folio Morris '83;

viously with the Children 's
Defense Fund, has become
policy research director for
the work and family program
at the New America Foundation
in Washington, D.C. • Edward
"Ned " McMillan of Stokesville,
N.C., is a fifth-grade teacher in
the Rockingham County School
System. • Lou ie Moore works
for the Charlotte-Mecklenburg
(N.C.) Utilities Department as
a laboratory analyst. • Kimberly
Rice Rush teaches in the
Simpsonville (S.C.) First Baptist
Church Preschool. • BIRTHS:
Greg and Robin Ray Crusco,
a son, Connor John, November
3, Greenville. • David and

J . David Nelson '61 ; Paul B . Nix, Jr. '77;
James G . Revels, Jr. '62; Jenna C.
Robinson '74; Ginger Malone Sauls '75;
David M . Schilli '85; Catherine Rakestraw
Smith '92; Mickey Arthur Walker '55; Davin
K. Welter '89; Harriet Arnold Wilburn '74.
Ex-Officio and Other Members: David
E. Shi '73, president; Donald J. Lineback,
vice president for development; Tom Triplitt
'76, director of Alumni Association ; Jane
Dungan, associate director of Alumni
Association; Melanie Krone '94, associate
di rector of Alumni Associatio n ; Matthew
Miller '99, president, Young Alumni Council ;
Sheana Cavitt '04, president, Student
Alumni Council; Patrick Kerley '04,
president, Association of Furman Students;
Taylor Pierce '04, president, Senior Class.

of Health, is a candidate for
a seat on the Greenville County
Council. • Lawson and G inny
W i l l iams Kirkland live in
Valdosta, Ga. Ginny works
as a consultant for education
technology companies and for
the Center for Health Transformation. • Robert McCartney
works in computing research
and development at Wake Forest
University in Winston-Salem,
N.C. • MARRIAGE: Lisa
Monique Swafford and Todd
Jeffrey Sato, September 20,
Charlotte, N.C . • BIRTHS:
Paxson and Allison Jeancake,
a daughter, Laura Camille,
November 30, Woodstock, Ga.
Paxson and Allison have
released "Rhythm of Worship,"
a CD of adapted psalms and
hymns as well as original
compositions. Their ministry
provides musical resources,
foundational teaching and
practical training for worship
through seminars, workshops
and on-line exercises. Visit
www.rhythmofworship.com,
their Web site. • Byron and
Kristi G i l reath Johnson, twin
sons, Alexander Ray and Jeremy
Scott, November 1 3 , Raleigh,
N.C. • Michael and Kara Mann,
a son, Michael Flynn, January
1 , Charlotte, N.C. • Brian and
Maria Aiesi Pokluda, a son,
Reese Brian, November 1 3 ,
2002, Dallas, Texas. • Chris
'95 and El izabeth Dohm
Rickwood, a son, Zachary
Marshall, July 2, Dahlonega,
Ga. • Stephen Farnworth and
Emily Vinson, a daughter,
Allison Marie Farnworth,
November 2, Durham, N.C.

Carolina to have achieved
National Board Certification.
• Eric Light has moved to West
Palm Beach, Fla., to join the law
firm of Nason Yeager Gerson
White & Lioce. He practices in
the areas of tax law, trusts and
estates, and probate. • Holly
McDanie l-Orr of Easley, S.C.,
works in pharmaceutical sales
with GlaxoSmithK!ine. • Sandi
Padgett has been named assistant
director of economic development for Charleston County, S.C.
She previously worked with the
South Carolina Department of
Commerce . • MARRIAGE:
Ed Tarkington and Elizabeth-Lee
Carroll Joffrion, November 29.
Elizabeth-Lee is an editor for the
National Park Service and Ed is
completing his Ph.D. in English,
teaching literature and writing
at Florida State University, and
serving as senior editor of The
Southeast Review. He was
scheduled to travel to Peru in
March as a correspondent for
Outside Magazine. • BIRTHS:
Guy and Kim Kelly Atkins, a
son, Tanner, September 23,
Bridgeport, Conn. Kim teaches
physical education in the Fairfield Public School System. •
Patrick and Michelle Raimondo
Bowen, a daughter, Sarah Avery,
December 6, Greenville.
Michelle is a graphic designer.
• Jon and Candee El lstrom
Hester, a son, Jake Benjamin,
March 13, 2003 , Simpsonville,
S.C. • Randy and Mel issa
Fletcher '02 Lee, a daughter,
Olivia, Apri1 6, 2003 , Greenville.
• Chad and Mary Katherine
Thrash White, a son, David
Callaway, Atlanta.

95

96

Next reunion in 2005

Next reunion in 2006

J . D . Burney is a life insurance

Brian Greenwood of Charleston,
S.C., an attorney in the Greenwood Law Firm, is also the lead
singer for a modem alternative
rock band. • Megan Neff
received a master 's degree in
nursing from the University
of Pennsylvania and works as
a family nurse practitioner with
Pediatric Partners of Winter
Haven, Fla . • BIRTHS: Bob
and Dina Fiore, a daughter, Julia

and annuity specialist with
United Services Automobile
Association in Phoenix, Ariz.
He holds an M.A. degree in
youth and family ministries from
Denver Seminary and is completing an M.A. in counseling.
• Emily West G uthrie, art
teacher at Sara Collins Elementary School in Greenville, is one
of the first art teachers in South

Rose, August 30, West Caldwell,
N.J. Bob is a urology specialty
representative for Ortho-McNeil,
a division of Johnson and
Johnson. • Daniel and Cari

Williams '97 H icks, a son, Elija
Somers, December 30,
Greenville. • Andy and H o l ly
Seay Humphries, a son, Isaac
Andrew, December 25, Mauldin,
S.C. • Steven and Paige Sutton

Sm ith, a daughter, Addison
Elizabeth, February 1 5 ,
Greenville. • Tony and Trina
Rossman Smith, a daughter,
Leila Stephanie, November 1 5 ,
Greensboro, N.C. • Kenneth
and Blair Bennett Zeimetz, a son,
Weston Michael, October 1 8 ,
Greenville.
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Next reunion in 2007
Aaron and Heather Peters
Collins live in Louisville, Ky.,
where he is an emergency medicine resident at the University
of Louisville Hospital and she
is owner/consultant of Heather
Collins Marketing. • Heather
Griffin, a media specialist in
Spartanburg (S.C.) School
District II, is working toward
a master 's degree in elementary
education. • Gina Stalnaker
Ingraham, previously a financial
aid counselor at the University
of North Carolina-Greensboro,
has been promoted to assistant
director for scholarships. •
Ti l don Jones of Mammoth
Hot Springs, Wyo. , is a field
biologist for the Lynx Project
in Yellowstone National Park.
• Barb Lauerman is a teacher
in the Portland (Ore.) Public
School System. • "A Lawyer 's
Guide to Crisis Management"
by J i m Patt i l l o was published
in the January issue of For the
Defense, a publication of the
Defense Research Institute,
a national organization of defense trial lawyers and corporate
counsel. Jim is an attorney with
Norman, Wood, Kendrick &
Turner in Birmingham, Ala.
• Marcus Rozbitsky of Chapin,
S.C., is sales manager for I&E
Specialties, Inc. •
MARRIAGES: Erin
C u lbertson and Patrick Smith,

October 1 7. They are attorneys
in Greenville, she with the firm
of Cecil H. Nelson, Jr., LLC,
and he with Armstrong Law
Fi1m. • Brady G i l bert and
Jennifer Patterson, November
22. Brady is a network engineer
for Kemet Electronics in
Simpsonville, S.C., and Jennifer
is an independent licensed
massage therapist. • Patrick
Letton and Courtney Fuller, June
2 1 , 2003. Patrick i s a sales
support specialist with IBM.
They live in Morrisville, N.C.
• BIRTHS: Alan and Laura
Cave Sanders, a son, Jay Alan,
February 9. Laura works for the
South Carolina Central Cancer
Registry and Alan is in a general
dentistry residency in Augusta,
Ga. • Brian and Jennifer
Pittman '98 Viscusi, a son,
Carson James, December 1 8 ,
Newtown, Pa. • Rhett and
Molly Warmoth '98 Watson,
a daughter, Clary Elizabeth,
September 24, Easley, S.C.
Molly is a method validations
senior chemist with Pharmaceutical Associates in Greenville
and Rhett is a postdoctoral
fellow in Furman's chemistry
department.

98
Next reunion in 2008
Carrie Ackerman earned her
Master of Public Health degree
from George Washington University and is content manager
for Miavita in New York City.
• Addison and Caroline Kocher
'00 Dana live in Atlanta where
she works for Keller Williams
Realty. Addison, who has been
awarded the Chartered Financial
Analyst charter, is studying for
his M.B.A. degree at the Emory
University Goizueta School of
Business. • Michael Davis is
assistant administrator of special
projects at Aventura Hospital
and Medical Center in Miami,
Fla . • William Ellis (B.G.S.)
has been licensed as a certified
public accountant by the South
Carolina Board of Accountancy.
He is a tax accountant for
Lockheed Martin Aircraft &
Logistics Centers and is an
adjunct instructor in the
41
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accounting department at
Greenville Technical College.
• Jason Heider is a financial
analyst with Wachovia Securities
in Richmond, Va., and will be
taking the CFA level II test this
summer. His wife, Andrea
Bobotis Heider, is completing
a doctorate at the University
of Virginia. • Timothy H i l l
of Lincoln, Neb., is an assistant
professor of political science
at Doane College. His wife,
Stephanie Beard H i l l , is a
database administrator for
Computer Services, Inc . ,
a company that develops
banking software. • Trent Reece
of Greenville is program
coordinator for the South Caro!ina Department of Health and
Environmental Control (infectious disease control). • Anne
Reeves has joined Manning,
Selvage & Lee, a public relations
firm in Atlanta. • Angie
Mejdrich Tofflemeyer, who
has been on active duty with
the U.S. Army the last two years,
was scheduled to return to the
Colorado National Guard this
spring. • Howard Wu has started
Alpha Design Systems in Shanghai, China, and is cunently
running operations and marketing for the company. •
MARRIAGES: Mary Beth
Blaskowitz and Jason Douglas
Kirincich, December 27. Jason
is employed at the Savage Law
Firm in Camden, S.C., and Mruy
Beth is a kindergarten teacher
at Doby's Mill Elementary
School. • Thomas Dozier and
Kathryn Dickson, June 7, 2003.
He is an otolaryngology resident
at the Medical University of
South Carolina in Charleston.
She is a middle school mathemaries teacher. • Evan Melcher
and Niki Roger, October 1 8 .
Evan is an investment manager
with Trusco Capital Management in Atlanta. • Sarah
Rusciano and David Davis, May
3, 2003. They live in Smyrna,
Ga. • BIRTHS: James and

Christine W i l l iams Duncan,
a daughter, Anna Elizabeth,
November 26, Wake Forest,
N.C. • Josh and Jaime
G i lkerson Scott, a son, Landon
Thomas, August 7, Martinsburg,

W.Va. • Roger Owens and
Ginger Thomas, a son, Simeon
Nathaniel Thomas Owens,
November 1 5, Durham, N.C.
Ginger is associate pastor of
Epworth United Methodist
Church. • Jim and Melissa loth,
a son, Wade Timothy, January
8, Knightstown, Ind.
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This year is reunion!
Christa Brunow is working with
the executive M.B.A. program
at McColl Graduate School of
Business o f Queens University
in Charlotte, N.C., and is a student at Gordon Conwell Theological Seminary. • Andrew
Carro II is research associate
for the environmental research
and mapping facility at the
University of TennesseeChattanooga. • Music publicist
Mandy Collinger has opened
Savvy Media Solutions in
Franklin, Tenn. The firm
specializes in artist/album press,
corporate and tour publicity.
• B lake and Allison Pittman
Hunter have finished law school
and live in Tallahassee, Fla.
Blake is an attorney in the Mang
Law Firm. • Mandy Mancke
Sherer is a forensic chemist for
the city of Orangeburg, S.C. •
Suzanna Wellman is a senior
consultant for Protiviti, an
independent risk consulting fum
in Chicago . • MARRIAGES:
Christopher Kidwel l and Dontie
Lourine Edwards, December 20.
They live in Johnson City, Tenn.
Christopher is in medical school
and Dontie is an elementary
school teacher. • Sarah Nefzger
and Patrick Veith, November 29.
They live in Cold Spring, Ky.,
and are attorneys. • BIRTHS:
Steven and Emily Conlon Getz,
a daughter, Emma Grace, July
29, Winston-Salem, N.C. •
Devin and Anne Grumann
Gordon, a daughter, Emma
Anne, November 1 3, Nashville,
Tenn. • Martin and Christina
LaFevers-Lopez, a son, Martin
Christopher, August 27, Clarksville, Tenn. Christina is an early
intervention case manager with
the Mid-Cumberland Community Services Agency.

00
Next reunion in 2005
Michael Bogle has joined the
Greenville law firm of Womble
Carlyle Sandridge & Rice PLLC.
He works in the environmental,
insurance, governmental and tort
litigation group. • Russ Boyd
has become associate minister
at Collierville (Tenn.) Christian
Church. • Curtis Callaway is
manager of communications and
public relations for the Institute
for Advanced Learning &
Research in Danville, Va. •
El izabeth Ellis is scheduled to
graduate this summer from the
School of Nursing at the University of North CarolinaCharlotte, then begin working
as a pediatric nurse at Carolina
Medical Center in Charlotte. •
Reid Hawkins has completed
his master's degree in communication design from Pratt
Institute in New York City. •
Mark Horner of Taylors, S.C.,
is a tax auditor with UAC, Inc.
He is also a church youth leader
and a member of the Greenville
Chorale. • Cra ig Hunter has
returned from South Africa,
where he worked for USAID
in Durban. He is a project
manager for the Forum for
Collaborative HIV Research at
George Washington University.
• After receiving his master's
degree in management
information systems from
Georgia College and State
University, Ryan Lee is in his
first year at Mercer University
School of Law in Macon, Ga. •
Adam McGlashan is studying for
his master's degree in applied
economics at the University of
North Carolina-Greensboro and
is working as an instructor in the
school's economics department.
• Jack Montgomery is a software
engineer in Washington, D.C.,
working on government engineering programs. • Scott
Ortmayer is a first officer
with Comair Airlines, flying
out of Cincinnati, Ohio. •
Stephen Rodriguez has been
hired by Jackson Spalding
Communications, an Atlantabased image creation, cultivation

and communications firm, to
work with the company's public
relations team. He most recently
was communications manager
for the Atlanta Beat professional
soccer team. • After living
and teaching in Mexico, Virginia
Watkins is now an interior designer at Ethan Allen in Charlotte, N.C . • MARRIAGES:
Eric B lackburn and Shannon
Gullett, June 1 5 , 2003. They
live in Charleston, S.C., where
she is completing medical
school. • Carey Cannon and
Janet Duncan, August 30. They
live in Falls Church, Va., and he
is a member of the U.S. Army
Chorus. • Anna Kate Dees
(M.A.) and William Muny
Brown, Jr., December 20.
She teaches in the Greenville
County School System and he
is manager of Lindsay Oil
Company in Seneca, S.C. •
Tracy Mueller and Adam E l liott
' 0 1 , December 20. Tracy attends
law school at the University of
South Carolina in Columbia.
• Margaret Parham and Jack
Scott Murdock III, August 1 6 .
They live in Columbia, S.C.
• BIRTH: James and Ashley
Rahl ' 0 1 Bright, a daughter,
Breylin Mckinley, April 27,
2003, Wesley Chapel, Fla.
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Next reunion in 2006
Saskia Gazenbeek is a police
officer with the city of Santa
Clara, Calif. • Matthew George
is a software development
consultant in Nashville, Tenn.
• Rachel May, a company
executive officer in the U.S.
Army, has been serving with the
4th Infantry Division in Iraq
in support of Operation Iraqi
Freedom. She was scheduled
to redeploy in April. • Laurie
Moskow lives in Santiago, Chile,
where she is the international
relations liaison for the business
school at Pontificia Universidad
Cat6lica de Chile. • Tanner
Strickland is a student at the
American Graduate School
of International Relations and
Diplomacy in Paris, France.
• Jay Thompson is a law student
at the University of South

Carolina in Columbia. •
MARRIAGES: Jessica
Kristen Brown (M.A.) and
Kenneth James Shorter,
December 1 3 . They live in
Greenville. She teaches at
Abundant Life Christian School
and he is a youth pastor at Wren
B aptist Church. • Stuart
Connel l and Jennifer B axter,
November 22. They live in
Dallas, Texas. • Wayne
Grantham and Sally Payne,
November 1 5 . They live in
Florence, S.C. • Katelyn Mary
Murp hy and Jess Lawrence,
December 20. They live in
Athens, Ga. • Bradley Edward
Phi l l i ps and Jenny Suzanne
Webb, August 2. They live in
Cincinnati, Ohio. Bradley is
employed with Ortho-McNeil
Phatmaceuticals and Jenny with
the West Clermont School
District. • BIRTH: Wally and
Emily Steinweg Heritage, a son,
James Kenneth, November 29,
Durham, N.C.

02
Next reunion in 2007
Jonathan Ewing has graduated
from U.S. Army flight school
at Fort Rucker, Ala., and is
assigned to duty in Hawaii.
• Kristin lawton works at
Strat@comm, a public relations/
public affairs firm in Washing
ton, D.C. • Nash Molpus is
enrolled in the graduate program
in Southern Studies at the Uni
versity of Mississippi. She has
been working as an intern at the
William Winter Institute for
Racial Reconciliation. •
Jennifer Willis has earned her
Master of Arts degree in Latin
American studies from George
town University in Washington,
D.C . • MARRIAGES: Allison
Bailey and Christopher Odom,
December 20. They live in
Hartsville, S.C. • lauren
Westmoreland Heath and
William Wesley Bryant, January
3. They live in Greenville where
he is employed as contracts
manager at Onsite Companies.
She is a graduate student in the
School of Social Work at the
University of South Carolina.

Golden Apple

Michigan students honor Lassiter's classroom talent

M att Lassiter is just 33 years old and has been
a college professor for only six years, but he has
already delivered his ideal last lecture.
No, the U niversity of Michigan history profes
sor and 1 992 Furman graduate didn't suddenly
decide to hang up his robe and mortarboard and
move on to something else. In fact, he was
perfectly happy to present his last lecture 
because on December 5, h is name was added
to a distinguished list of Michigan professors who
have received the Golden Apple Award.
Presented by Students Honoring Outstanding
U niversity Teaching (SHOUT), the award goes
to professors who, according to the SHOUT Web
site, "consistently teach each lecture as if it were
their last, and strive not only to disseminate
knowledge but to inspire and engage students
in its pursuit." This year, more than 600 professors
were nominated for the award. The Michigan
Daily reported that students who nominated
Lassiter praised his creativity in the classroom,
his lively, straightforward lectures, his accessibility
and his inclusiveness.
Besides receiving a monetary gift, Golden
Apple winners are also asked to develop and
deliver their "ideal last lecture." Lassiter did so
on January 28 when, as the Daily reported, more
than 400 people attended his talk on "Alienation,
Apathy, and Activism: American Cu lture and the
Depoliticization of Youth." (To read the lecture,
visit www-personal .umich.edu/-mlassite/apple
lecture.html.
Lassiter's primary field is 20th-century
America, with a focus on suburban/urban, political
and social history. "These are areas in which
students are already somewhat fluent and very
interested," he says. "To make them disinterested,
you almost have to actively be bad."
Still, when you're teaching i n a large lecture
hall with anywhere from 1 50 to 300 students, you
have to find ways to keep their attention. Lassiter
does so with enthusiastic classroom presentations,
weaving multimedia elements and references to
pop culture throughout his lectures.
As he says, "With so many students, some
times it's easy for them to think that they're just
numbers. I do what I can to send them a different
message" - and to be the kind of professor,
he says, that he was inspired by at Furman.
Although he recites a lengthy list of influential
Furman faculty, he has especially high praise for
history professor Marian Strobel and philosophy
professor James Edwards. Under Strobel, he
developed his interest i n Cold War America and
domestic history, while a course with Edwards

Matt Lassiter '92 did his graduate work
at the University of Virginia.

i n philosophy of religion almost converted him
into a philosophy major - until the professor
suggested that history was the best fit for h i m .
The two professors' recollections o f their
former student suggest that the seeds of a Golden
Apple teacher were planted long ago. Strobel
says that Lassiter was one of an extremely capable
group of students who raised the tone of discourse
in their senior seminar to a remarkably high level
- "not in an arrogant way," she says, "but in
a way that made everyone want to participate
and contribute."
She says, "Matt saw relationships between
events and could put things in context in a way
that you don't often see among undergraduates.
He was rather laid back, but you knew he was
taking everything in, and he had the knack in
discussions of saying something that was
absolutely brilliant and right on target."
While echoing Strobel's comments, Edwards
adds that Lassiter had "a sort of glow that was
both intellectual and ethical. You could tell from
the moment you met him that he was a person
of uncommon depth and decency. He always
made me feel good to be around him."
No doubt that's one of the reasons University
of M ichigan students also hold Matt Lassiter in
such high esteem.
- J i m Stewart

43

Furmanalumni news
CLASS NOTES SPRING 04, cont.

Alumni Association has spectacu lar trips i n the works
The Alumni Association is planning two
exciting trips for 2005 - but it's looking
to gauge interest now among alumni,
parents and friends. So check out these
excellent opportunities:

•

Ski Trip to Park C ity, Utah:

Visit the home of the 2002 Olympics and
"the greatest snow on earth." Tentative
dates are March 2-6, which coincide with
Furman's 2005 spring break. Besides great
skiing, the three-day, four-night trip will
feature lots of enjoyable activities, including
a dinner sleigh ride, apres ski gatherings,
a NASTAR ski competition, and much more.
And you couldn't have a better guide
for the trip than Melanie Krone '94, associate
director of the Alumni Association. Melanie
lived in Park City for five years and knows
the terrain well.
If you are i nterested in going to Park
City and would like more i nformation,
e-mail melanie.krone@furman.edu or call
her at 1 -800-PU RPLE3.

•

Voyage on t h e Queen Mary 2 :

No doubt you've heard about this new ocean
liner. Now you can experience its opulence
and splendor while going back to the golden
age of sea travel.
Furman has teamed with Wofford and
Converse colleges to offer you this once i n

• Teresa leerssen and Joseph
Hoover '03, November 29.
They live in Greer, S.C. •
BIRTH: Lee and Emily McNair
McDowell, a daughter, Katherine
Grace, May 23, 2003,
Greenville.
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Next reunion in 2008
Ali Gunn has joined Linning
Smoak Public Relations in
Greenville as an intern in market
ing and fund raising. • Kristie
McWilliams is a graduate student
in therapeutic recreation at
Clemson University. •
MARRIAGES: Jeremy Reid
Gul ley and Elizabeth Anne

j·S
JULIE SPEER

a lifetime trip, which is planned for the spring
or summer of 2005. Participants will fly
to London and spend a few days sight
seeing, then move on by train to Southamp
ton. There they will board the Queen Mary
2 as she sets sail for a seven-day voyage
to New York. Travelers will then have the
option of remaining in New York for a few
extra days.
The Queen Mary 2 i s a perfect marriage
of form and function. She is four city blocks

H o l l oway, December 27. They
live in Snellville, Ga. She is
a preschool special education
teacher in Gwinnett County,
and he is a graduate student
at the University of Georgia.
• Emily Bonner Woodside
(M.A.) and Mark William
Heflin, February 1 4 . They
live in Travelers Rest, S.C.,
where she is fitness manager
at Cliffs Wellness. He is
assistant manager at World
Finance Corporation. •
BIRTH: Jonathan and lvey
Amanda Jowers M i lton, a son,
Noah Eliot, October 29, Atlanta.

long, stands taller than the Statue of Liberty
and provides the smoothest ride of any
ocean liner. She is a veritable city at sea
with a "drive-in" movie theater, virtual reality
golf, basketball court, shops, spa, art gallery,
cultural programs, planetarium, 1 0 restau
rants, and much more.
To learn more about this trip, call
Tom Triplitt '76, director of the Alumni
Association, at 1 -800-PURPLE3 or
e-mai l tom.triplitt@furman.edu.

DEATHS
Mary M itchel l Hood '29,
January 1 0, Greenville. She
was employed by Southern Bell
for more than 44 years.
lucille New Ritter '32, January
28, Raleigh, N.C. She was
a high school and college
mathematics teacher.
Helen Hunt Stal l '34, January
14, Greenville. She was an
avid bridge player and active
in community affairs.

Pau line Whitmire Kennedy '35,
February 1 1 , Greenville. She
taught in the Greenville County
School System for 32 years,

was a church organist and choir
director, and was active in music
organizations.

Aline Tuten McTeer '35,
February 3 , Ridgeland, S.C.
She taught school in Ridgeland
for 36 years and was recognized
by the Jasper County Rotary for
outstanding service to the
county.

James Robert Bruce '36,
February 27, Inman, S.C. He
was ordained into the ministry
in 1 937 and served churches
in Oklahoma, Texas and South
Carolina. His last pastorate was
Inman Baptist Church, from
which he retired after 25 years.

James D. Turner ' 3 6, January
1 3 , Winnsboro, S.C. He was
a U.S. Anny veteran of World
War II and was the recipient
of a Bronze Star. He practiced
medicine with his brother in
Nashville, Ga., and in Winnsboro for 45 years and was
a member of the American
Medical Association.

Joseph E . D ickson, Sr. '37,
February 1 3 , Lake City, S.C.
He was a retired farmer.
Rebecca Phe lps Hudson '37,
February 1 1 , Gastonia, N.C.
She was a member and former
regent of the Major William
Chronicle Chapter of the
Daughters of the American
Revolution for more than 50
years. She was also active with
the Gaston Memorial Hospital
Auxiliary.
Morris Francis Steele '37,
December 1 , Seneca, S.C. He
served in the U.S. Navy during
World War II, after which he
taught school and later served
as sales manager for Roper Ford
for 25 years.

Terry P. McCarre l l '38, January
24, Charlotte, N.C. He was
engaged in the corporate business world for 50 years and was
president of his own marketing
fum before retiring in 1988. He
was a veteran of World War II.
Walter Warren Sigman '38,
September 7, Covington, Ga.

Emma Mi ller Heriot Harris '39,
January 3, Greenville. She
taught for several years in the
Greenville County schools and
for 10 years at Haynsworth
School. She helped establish
and was the first director of the
Trinity United Methodist kindergarten, where she worked for
20 year·s.

Laura Yongue Cannon '40,
November 26, Pickens, S.C.
She was a retired teacher.
Yancey Sherard G i lkerson '40,
January 2, Greenville. He began
working for the Greenville
Piedmont newspaper while
in high school. He served in
the U.S. Anny Air Force during

World War II, after which he
became city editor of the
Piedmont. He went on to be
city editor of the San Diego
Journal, science editor and
assistant city editor of the New
Orleans Item, a news analyst for
WDSU-TV in New Orleans, and
South Carolina bureau chief for
Fairchild Publications before
becoming editor of Women s
Wear Daily. He joined Greenville's Textile Hall Corp. in 1 96 1
and supervised construction
of the new Textile Hall (now
Palmetto Expo Center). He
retired as president and treasurer
of Textile Hall Corp. in 1 980 but
retained the title of director
emeritus of the corporation.

L. Cameron Gregory '40, March
1 1 , Virginia Beach, Va. The
World War II Navy veteran
was a former court reporter and
assistant city editor for The
Virginian-Pilot newspaper and
later served as head of human
resources for its parent company,
Landmark Communications. He
also served as president of the
Newspaper Personnel Relations
Association. He was instrumental in organizing the first
Job Fair in Norfolk, Va. , was
a longtime director of the
Norfolk Senior Center and
helped develop the Tidewater
area's Campus Ministry Outreach. At the time of his death
he was writing for "The Chatter,"
a publication for residents of the
Westminster Canterbury
retirement community.

John William Richards, Sr. '40,
February 2 1 , Kershaw, S.C. He
was the former owner and publisher of the Kershaw News Era
and Pageland Journal newspapers, co-owner of the Kershaw
News Era JeweiJy and Gift Shop,
and owner of Richcraft Products.
He was a veteran of World War
II, serving as a transport pilot
in the Anny Air Corps.

Samuel G . Shepard '40,
December 22, DeLand, Fla.
He and his late wife, Charlotte,
were appointed to the Southern
Baptist Convention International
Mission Board in 1 975. He
served a.s a theological educator,

church developer, and pastor
of multiple congregations in
Portugal. After retiring from
the mission field in 1 986, he
taught at the Baptist seminary
in Gweru, Zimbabwe, and the
B aptist college in Fortescue,
B arbados, as well as at Boyce
Bible School in Kentucky and
at an extension center of New
Orleans B aptist Theological
Seminary. He was a chaplain
in the U . S . Navy during World
War II.

Virginia Mae Bram lett Morgan
'4 1 , January 30, Greenwood,
S.C. She had retired from Self
Memorial Hospital in Greenwood as a medical technician.

Clarence Haze l G i lstrap '42,
February 2, Boone, N.C. A
native of Easley, S.C., he was
a member of the first Shrine
Bowl football team, played
football at Furman and is in the
Furman Athletic Hall of Fame.
He coached high school football
and other sports in Charleston,
S.C., for 1 6 years before moving
to Appalachian State University,
where he was in the education
department and later became
director of admissions . He
served as president of the
Southern Conference before
being named athletic director
at Appalachian State. He was
a Navy pilot in World War II.

Emma Hendricks Powers
McColl '42, November 29,
Bennettsville, S.C.

Jean Timmons Pelham '42,
February 2, Greenville. Active
in civic affairs, she worked in
her father 's real estate and
insurance office in Greenville
and also worked in New York.

John Alvin " Pete" Richardson
'42, January 2, Spencer, N.C.
He was a minister in Texas and
South Carolina and pastored
churches in North Carolina for
over 50 years. He was a member
of the General Board of the
North Carolina Baptist State
Convention, was vice moderator
of the Gaston Baptist Association and was moderator of the
Rowan Baptist Association.
He was a state trustee of the

North Carolina Baptist Chi!dren's Home and did mission
work with the Maryland,
Georgia and North Carolina
state conventions.

Billy Mize Smith '43, December
27, Williamston, S.C. He
worked as an industrial engineer
for Celanese Corporation before
being hired to build and manage
a distribution center for House
of Fabrics, where he worked for
28 years until retiring in 1 988.
He was a B-52 pilot in World
War II.
Lynda Bolt Anderson '44,
December 24, Anderson, S.C.
She was retired from teaching
in the Anderson County public
schools.
Grange S . Cothran '44, January
30, Greenville. He served as
a chaplain in the U.S. Atmy
during World War II and retired
as a colonel from the Army
Reserves in 1 970. He was
a pastor of a number of Baptist
churches in the Upstate and
was on the staffs of Anderson
College and North Greenville
Junior College.
El izabeth Walker Garber '44,
December 29, Camden, S.C.
She was a retired journalist
with the Camden ChronicleIndependent and taught in the
Kershaw County School
District. She was honored
as Kershaw County Mother
of the Year in 1 969.

Icy Snoddy Brannon '45, January
4, Greenville. She had a 43-year
career in the Parker School
District, including 23 years as
principal of Dunean Elementary
School.
Peden Gene Curry '45,
November 28, Seneca, S.C.
He was a pastor with United
Methodist churches in South
Carolina for 50 years and was
on numerous boards and
agencies of the South Carolina
Conference. He retired in 1 987.
Eugene Beaufort " Cotton"
Cra i n , Jr. '47, February 22,
Jacksonville, Fla. He served
in the U.S. Navy during World
45
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War II and the Korean Conflict
and retired from the Naval
Reserve in 1 987 as a lieutenant
commander. He was also retired
as a special agent with Aetna
Insurance Company. For his
distinguished service to youth,
the Boy Scouts of America
presented him the Silver Beaver
Award.

of Educators and the State
Executive Council of the
Association of Classroom
Teachers. He was an Army
veteran of the Korean Conflict.

J. Robert Goodman '48,
December 1 3 , Charlotte, N.C.

Dewey Lee Sti l l , Jr. '50,
February 15, Greer, S.C. He
was a retired employee of State
Auto Insurance Company, where
he was a claims representative
for 26 years. He also served for
three years on the Insurance
Arbitration Board. After retire
ment from State Auto he worked
at T.M. Mayfield and Company.
He was an Army veteran of
World War II.

Barbara Coleman Hattaway '49,

Eunice H iott Scott '5 1 , February

Betty Anne Nesbitt Fowler '47,
January 8 , Greenville.

Patricia Lee Willis Gillespie '48,
March 8, Jacksonville, Fla.

January 1 5 , Greenville.

1 5 , Montgomery, Ala.

A. Ellison Jenkins '49, February

Robert Lee Barton '54, Febmary
4, Corbin, Ky. He served in
the U.S. Army during the Korean
Conflict and was with the
Kentucky State Police for nine
years. He retired from CSX
Transportation as captain of
police and special services after
29 years of employment. He
was a lifetime member of the
Veterans of Foreign Wars.

10, Mars Hill, N.C. He was
a Navy veteran of World War II.
After completing military
service he served as a professor
of religion and philosophy for
45 years at Mars Hill College.

Roy E. Miskelly '49, January 1 0,
York, S.C. He was retired from
South Point High School in
Belmont, N.C., where he taught
psychology and social studies
for 30 years. He also worked at
Bratton Funeral Home. He
was active in the Association
of Classroom Teachers, the
North Carolina Association

Sara Jane Dodson Bagwell '55,
January 27, Spartanburg, S.C.
She retired from the South
Carolina School for the Deaf
and Blind after 32 years of
service.

Class notes policy
Because of the large number of subm issions and clippings
Furman receives for the magazine's class notes section and
the time needed to review, compile and edit so much informa
tion, news items frequently are not published until five or six
months after they are submitted.
Furman magazine does not publish dated items (any
thing more than 18 months old at time of publ ication) or
engagement announcements. Birth and marriage announce
ments for alumni couples who graduated in different years
are incl uded under the earl iest graduation date (except if
requested otherwise); they are not listed under both classes.
We ask that you include your spouse's or child's name and
the date and city where the birth or marriage occurred.
Send news to the Office of Marketing and Public Rela
tions, Furman University, 3300 Poinsett Hig hway, Greenville,
S.C. 296 1 3, or e-mail alumni@furman.edu. Selected items
submitted to the on-line registry at www.furman.edu/
alumni/adirectories.htm are i ncluded in class notes.

Martha Westmoreland Conlin
'57, January 8, Greenville.

Ronnie Smith Nea l , Sr. '57,
June 4, 2003, San Diego, Calif.
He was a juvenile probation
officer for the San Diego County
Probation Department. He
served in the U.S. Army and
was a member of the Sons of
Confederate Veterans and the
Military Order of Stars and Bars.
Ann Sutherlin G i bson Belcher
'58 (M.A. '75), December 5,
Easley, S.C. She taught for
30 years in the Pickens County
(S.C.) School District and also
taught in Columbia, S.C., and
Fairbanks, Alaska. After retire
ment she was a freelance
textbook editor.

Sara Branyon Rogers, M.A. '58,
February 8, Piedmont, S.C. She
was a teacher and guidance
counselor in South Carolina
public schools for 40 years,
27 of which were spent at
Palmetto High School.

William F. Joy, Sr. '59, January
1 0. He was pastor of several
Baptist churches in South
Carolina and in Alabama.

Robert Mabry Dacus I l l '6 1 ,
December 1 6, Thomasville, N.C.
In 1 970 he became a co-partner
in Thomasville OB-GYN
Associates, where he was
medical director at the time
of his death. He was also an
associate professor in OB-GYN
with the Wake Forest Medical
Center. He was a Fellow of the
American College of Obstetrics
and Gynecology, North Carolina
OB-GYN Society, American
Medical Association and the
Davidson County Medical
Association.
Carolyn Jo Blythe Moyes '62,
January 20, Miami, Fla. She
attended airline training school
and was a flight attendant for
Frontier Airlines. She owned
and operated Ice Petals of Miami,
a business that specialized in
freeze-drying flowers.
Wilma H i l l Steadman '62,
January 1 2, Greenville. She
had been a teacher in Greenville
County schools.

Thomas Randall Gambre l l '64,
January 29, Durham, N.C. He
was a U.S. Army veteran.
Frank H i l l iard R i ce, M.A. '64,
January 1 9, Spartanburg, S.C.
He retired as principal of
Fairforest Elementary School
after 25 years in the Spartanburg
County school system. He was
a decorated U.S. Marine veteran
of World War II and participated
in the invasions of Bougainville,
Guam and Iwo Jima. He also
served in New Zealand and
at Guadalcanal.
Martha Jane Davis, M.A. '66,
November 24, Piedmont, S.C.
She was a high school English
teacher for 40 years.
Lorraine Paris, M.A. '66,
February 3, Newben·y, S.C.
She retired after 47 years as
the Newberry High School
band director. She was the
executive secretary/treasurer
of the South Carolina Band
Directors Association; was
a member of the South Carolina
Band Association Hall of Fame
and the B andworld Legion of
Honor; and was a recipient of
South Carolina's highest civilian
award, the Order of the Palmetto.
Edward Alexander Peddycord
'66 (M.A. ' 7 1 ), December 1 6 ,
Greenville. H e served in the
U.S. Air Force during World War
II as a navigator on B - 1 7 s. After
the war, he attended meteorology
school and spent 1 5 years as
a meteorologist in the Air Force.
He was a recipient of the Distin
guished Flying Cross and the
Purple Heart. After leaving
the Air Force he taught in the
Greenville County school
system, retiring from Travelers
Rest High School after 14 years.

Ethel Boyce Johnson, M.A.
'73, January 18, Greenville.
Wife of James W. Johnson,
former professor of economics
and business administration
at Furman, she was an educator
and choral director who taught
at Berea High School for
20 years.

No-tal k rad io
Most radio listeners stumbling upon station
1 490-AM in Greenville are surprised at what
they don't hear: Advertisements. News.
A disc jockey.
All they hear is non-stop music,
interrupted only for 1 0 seconds on the
half hour for Federal Communications
Commission-mandated station identification.
The announcer states simply, "Quality
and variety. We are WPC I , 1 490-AM,
Greenville." Then it's back to the music 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.
WPCI broadcasts an eclectic mix
of tunes: blues, jazz, soul , beach music,
rock, reggae, Western swing, even gospel.
It's a musical feast of everything except
hard rock, rap, contemporary pop and
country - the stuff that already permeates
AM and FM dials.
"It's like nothing else," says station
owner Randy Mathena, a 1 971 Furman
graduate. "You don't turn on the radio
to hear advertisements. You listen for
the music. This gives people what they
want. Many people listen to this station
and nothing else."
With no fanfare or promotion, WPCI,
a tiny station tucked away on the fringe
of the AM dial, is developing a growing
base of faithful listeners. A recent survey
rated it the 1 6th most popular station (out
of 32) in the Greenville-Spartanburg area.
For Mathena, a Greenville business
man, the station indulges his two passions:
music and radio. "I've always loved music,"
he says. "I guess I'm a musician at heart.
Music gives me thrills like nothing else."
Mathena grew up in Logan, W.Va.,
a mining town where his father owned
a small business. After his father died
in 1 960 the family moved to Greenville.
His mother later married Jim Ryerson, the
longtime general manager of radio station
WMUU, owned by Bob Jones U niversity.
Mathena spent hours at the station
after school and on weekends, listening
to music (mostly classical and religious)
and asking questions. He quickly became
fascinated with the mechanics of broad
casting; as an eighth-grader, he even
constructed his own miniature radio trans
mitter. Its range was only a few hundred
feet, but that didn't stop the young man,
a natural salesman, from convincing a few
neighbors and the d ry-cleaning business
across the street to tune in.
At Furman, Mathena helped manage

Randy Mathena 's station plays all music, all the time

MetroB EAT magazine has called WPCI-AM, Randy Mathena's radio station, Greenville's
"maverick on the AM dial. " But before Mathena bought the station, it was known
as WMRB. Here he holds a collage of photos from the station's early days.

the student radio station and even strung
cable at his off-campus apartment complex
to allow neighbors to tap into the records
he played. After he graduated, though,
his hobby took a backseat to his business
interests.
In 1 981 he founded Paper Cutters Inc.,
a company that manufactures paperboard
products used in packaging. But while
building his business, which today has
annual sales in excess of $1 0 m il lion,
Mathena kept thinking about buying
a radio station.
"It haunted me," he says. "So one day
I picked up the phone and just started calling
radio stations to see if any of them were for
sale. I really just wanted to prove to myself
that it couldn't be done."
As luck would have it, Mathena
happened upon WMRB, a small station
that programmed big band music but was
in a state of disarray and had been off
the air for a year. The owners were eager
to sell.
Mathena bought the station at a bargain
in 1 987. Using the initials of his business,
he changed the call letters to WPC I . For
its first 1 0 years WPCI broadcast business
news from a satellite feed, because although
Mathena wanted to broadcast music, he
didn't want to invest the resources needed
to h i re a production crew and on-air

personalities. Besides, WPCI's signal
barely reaches beyond Greenville County.
But five years ago technology caught
up to Mathena's dreams when he purchased
an automated-prog ramming computer
system that randomly selects songs from
a database. The database currently includes
more than 1 0,000 songs handpicked
by Mathena, who adds tunes to the play
list every week.
"I get COs from everywhere. If I hear
something I like, I add the cut," he says.
"If you hear a song on the station now,
you should not hear it again for 30 days."
WPCI recently moved from downtown
Greenville to the Paper Cutters plant
on White Horse Road near the Furman
campus. It now has a more robust digital
signal and is available on the I nternet at
www.papercuttersinc.com. (Just click on
the horn symbol.)
Now that the station is based at Paper
Cutters, Mathena plans to devote more time
to his hobby. "My goal is to set it up so
that you'll hear a song played maybe
once a year."
But other than changing locations and
adding more music, no changes are in store
for WPCI. As Mathena says, "Why would
you mess with a good thing?"
- John Roberts
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